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Welcome to the official Terms and Conditions for the Music Teachers’ Association of New South Wales 
(MTANSW) Composer Competition. By submitting an entry, entrants, their parents/guardians, and 
their teachers agree to be bound by the following rules and guidelines. 
 
1. Eligibility & Entry Rules 

• The competition is open to students of all teachers, regardless of whether the teacher is a 
financial member of the Music Teachers’ Association of NSW. 

• Compositions must be the original work of the entrant. Compositions that have previously won 
an award in any other competition are strictly ineligible for entry. 

• Composers may submit up to two (2) entries in total. Each entry must feature a completely 
different piece of music and instrument selection. 

• Each individual piece submitted requires its own separate entry form and separate entry fee. 
 
2. Age Categories & Time Limits 
Entrants must compete within the category corresponding to their age at the time of entry. 

Category Age Group Maximum Time Limit 

Category 1 8 to 11 years 2 minutes 

Category 2 12 to 15 years 4 minutes 

Category 3 16 to 18 years 5 minutes 

 
3. Eligible Composition Formats 
Submissions will be accepted in the following instrumentation categories: 

• Solo Instruments: Solo piano or solo organ. 
• Vocal Solo: Solo voice with lyrics, either unaccompanied or with keyboard accompaniment. 
• Choral: A choral work for SATB with lyrics, either unaccompanied or with keyboard 

accompaniment. 
• Instrumental Solo: A solo wind, brass, or string instrument, either unaccompanied or with 

keyboard accompaniment. 
• Ensemble: Any type of ensemble featuring a maximum of six (6) instrument types of the 

composer's choice. 
• Percussion: A solo percussion instrument or a percussion ensemble featuring a maximum of 

four (4) instruments. 
 
Copyright Note on Lyrics: For Vocal Solo and Choral categories, lyrics do not need to be authored by 
the entrant. However, it is the sole responsibility of the entrant to seek and secure permission to use 
any words or text that are still protected under copyright. 
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4. Submission Format Requirements 
To be eligible for adjudication, all entries must strictly adhere to the following formatting standards: 

• Submissions must include a neat and legible written or printed score in PDF format. All pages 
and bars must be clearly numbered. 

• If the score utilises non-standard notation, a clear explanation of the notation system must be 
included immediately preceding the first page of the score. 

• If a vocal or choral piece utilises text in a non-English language, a complete English translation 
of the text must be provided. 

• All scores must be accompanied by an audio recording. Computer-generated audio (e.g., 
MIDI/DAW or notation software playback) is completely acceptable. 

• A brief programme notes explaining the piece must be provided with the submission. 
 
5. Prizes, Adjudication, & Awards Conference 

• A total prize pool of $1,450 is allocated as follows: 
o Category 1 Winner: $300 
o Category 2 Winner: $450 
o Category 3 Winner: $700 

• MTANSW reserves the right to withhold awarding a prize if the adjudicator deems a suitable 
artistic standard has not been met. MTANSW also reserves the right to divide prize money 
equally among joint winners. 

• The adjudicator’s decision is final. No correspondence, appeals, or discussions will be entered 
into regarding the results. 

• Prizes will be officially awarded at the [Year] Music Teacher Matters Conference on [Date of 
Conference]. Winning compositions will be digitally showcased at the event. 

• Winners are highly encouraged and expected to attend the MTANSW Conference in person to 
receive their prizes, where possible. 

• Regardless of the placement outcome, all entrants will receive a written report from the 
adjudicator and an official certificate of participation. 

 
6. How to Apply & Deadlines 

• Entries must be finalized and submitted via the online portal before the closing date. 
• All entries must be submitted by [TBA Closing Date]. Late entries will not be accepted under 

any circumstances. 
 
For any questions, clarifications, or technical issues regarding submissions, please contact 
info@mtansw.org.au. 
 


